Minifter of the Gofpel, and now Prifoner in Newgate. 
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a true nd-Imi rtial Ac 
ake at the Seffons~bonfe in the Old Bailey, on the 


“ 


Or d-Chief- 


uftice 


Judges 


iy 


the day and year abovelaid, about fout in the Aftérnioon, Mr. Bamp» 
field, and my felf were fent for by the Court, and foon after wecame 
we were both brought to the inward Bar. — ‘tae. 


Mr. Bampfield was firft teqitired to take the Oath of Allegiance , it 
dbeinig again tendered him according to the Statute inthe third of King Fames. 
ss  ifrerfome difcourfe between the Judges and the Recorder, had with Mr. 
ela, heyefufing to fwear, they made an 
chim, What t0.do? he anfwered, To lay your hand on the Boo 


untome. 


CU peo friend (meaning Mr. Bampfield) had {poke for me, or to that effet. I~ 
 faid again that I defired to {peak for my felf, for Thad other things to offer as 
_- myteafons why I could not take thatOath. Having Liberty granted, as I took ic 


the Liberty'to {peak for my felf in my own defence ; one of the Judges replied, 


18th day this inftant April, 1683. before 


-\ Tthen {pake with a loud voice, and /atd, My Lord, I hope you will give me 


more, the Lord Mayor, Recorder, and 


\ 
nd 


“3 


2 — 


ye 


} 


~ 


end for that time with hindi, The 


ture commanded when Itake an Oath, To/mear in Truth, in Judgment, and in 
 Rizghteoufnefs, anto which the Church of Exg/and doth agree, 1t is one Article | 
. of their Faith, That he that taketh an Oath, being required of the Magiftrate, 
breoufnef?, and in Fiudement. ( See Ar- 


fromm their filence, withan audibié voice faid unto them, I ath in the Scrip-* 


r ought to fwear, fo he do it iz Truth, in Rig 


Now fot méto fivear, as my duty is accordingto the Scripture, and as the 
Church of Exg/and diretts, Icannot, fhouldI take this Oath; becaufe I cannot 
Know, but muft be ignorant.of, what I bind my Soul to perform, and then itis 


~ impoffible I fhould /weér Frith; in Fudgement, andin Righteoufnefs. 


; required to do, and alfo to whom I {wear to-be obedient ; for it 1s not poffible 
I fhould forefee what Laws may hereafter be made ; and Ido notonly bind my - 

: Sout to obey the King that now is, but his Heirs and Succeflors alfo ; and [know 
what his Succeflor may be, for ought I know he may bea Popifh Succef- 
for, or a Papitt, afid T cannot fwear to obey Laws not yet in being, nor to be obe- 
PPiegg.to a Popifh Succeffor; therefore cannot take the Oath ot 


cannot know, but multbe ignorant,bothof what hereafter bybaw Tt may be 
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“Upon which words there was a Hum inthe Court which being ceafed af 
tera little paufe, one of the Judges madethisfhort reply, I (faithhe) doth the 
Pthen wenton, and faid, Tcannot conform to the Church of Exg/awd; fhould 
[take this Oath, I {wear to Conform, for Iam bound by an Oathto obeyall the _ 
kings Laws,as muel thofe Laws which refpett the V.Vorfhip of God,*as thofe 
‘lating toCivilGovernment,and then [am {worn to hearCommon prayer once 
a month, (here one of the Judges faid,; So you are) andtoReceive theSacrament 
with che Church of Exg/ana as oft as the Law requires, yeaand to Conform to 
all the Rites and Ceremonies of.the faid Church; to this it was an{wered,¢ Se 
are ) and not to frequent Privaté Meetings any more, forthereare Laws that 
_ forbid it; it wasagain anfwered, So you are. 
-»  [then’pray’dthe Judgés to give mealltheir opinions, whether it were asJ | a 
had faid or not, they’an{weréd with one confent, asone man, That it wasas J 
had fuid, viz. That J did in taking the Oath, {wear to obey all the Kings Laws 
without exception. Then J returnedthem thanks, that they were pleafed to 
give me their opinion and judgment inthe Cafe, and withal added thefe words, 


Jam well fatisfied and fetled in my Religion, and the more confirmed by what 
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on 


| 


death, the Lord affifting me, J will never take the Oath of Allegiance. 


+, Then I defired to {peak a few Words more, which being not denyed, I faid. 
io Be it known unto you, that I do not refufe to take the Oath of Allegiance, it’ | 
any diflike I have of any thing contained therein, againft the Authority of the 
Pope, or the See of Rome, but doin all points therein with you agree ; and fur- 
ther I do declare, that I believe the Pope hath no Power, nor pe re Ver 
»the Kings Perfon, nor his Government, no, nor overthe meaneft- Subject in hi 
Kingdom ; and do yet further dechirey'T hat-T beleeveitpmy Por 
* to be Idolatrous, Damnable, and Devilifh, 
‘Twas then had back againto the Prefs-yard,where L-remain the LordsPrifoner, 
and am_ ready further to bear Teftimony for him, agesiaft  Anti-chrift. 
_ the Pope,and See of Rome, and for hisholy Word, the Purity of the Gofpel, and 
. the Ordinances thereof, againft Popifh Darknels, filthy Idolatries, Fornications, 
Blafphemies, and Abominations, and all Traditions of men, as one made willing 
through the free mercy and rich Grace of God, my heavenly Father, to forfake 


havefaid ; and ifit be fo, do with me what you pleafe, come come == 


a 


_ all forChrift,(who hath loved me, and given himfelffor me) not counting my life 
dear to.my felf, fo I may, finilh my Courle with Joy, andthe Miniftry I have 


- 


have I given an Account of what I {pake» and was faidto me, to the ve- 
ry beft of my memory, thoughit may be not word for word, yet for fubftance 


Thon fhalt not forfwear thy felfs but halt perform the Lord thine Oaths. 
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